Where Needs Meet AGAPE Love

September 2019

Feed A
Family“Spa”
Thanksgiving
Dinner
Help
Create
Gift Baskets

AGAPE
MEMBER CHURCHES
Bedrock Church—Franklin County
Bedrock Community Church
Covenant Fellowship
Franklin Heights Church—Rocky
Mount, CrossPointe, & Union Hall
Dwelling Place Christian
Fellowship
EastLake Community Church
Flint Hill Baptist Church
Goodview Baptist Church
Halesford Baptist Church
Inner-Faith Fellowship
Ministries
Morgans Baptist Church
Palestine Baptist Church
Radford Baptist Church

Body lotions and razors are a part of this year’s Christmas gift
baskets for Agape clients. We are collecting new (unused) body lotions and razors of any brand for hundreds of adult gift baskets. This
year’s theme is ‘spa’ and other items are added to create unique, individual baskets for each client. Groups are encouraged to collect
these items during September and help fill Agape’s Christmas baskets.
Items can be dropped off at Agape, or at two community collection points: Smith Mountain Building Supply at 13080 Booker T
Washington Hwy, Hardy, VA 24101 7 am—5 pm Monday through
Friday or
Lu Lu's
Closet Consignment &
Boutique, 17980 Forest
R d ,
S u i t e
H, Forest , VA 24551.
Phone: 434/426-5175.
The shop is open Tuesday
– Saturday at 10 am. Financial contributions are
also accepted, with a notation for Christmas Gift
Baskets, and sent to The
Agape Center, P.O. Box
573, Moneta, VA 24121.
Sisters Tanya Brunnelson and Ashley Mills
have been making gift baskets at Agape for
two years.

Rocky Mount Baptist Church
Staunton Baptist Church

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Now through November 30—Feed a Family of Four
See FEED a FAMILY OF FOUR, 7

Vitalize Church
Westlake Baptist Church

September 27-28 —Seasonal Changeover in the Store; Come
in to help at 9 am on either day.
October 5 -7 — Charity Home Tour—Sign up now!
October 21 - November 4—Nutrition Class—See p 7
November 11 - December 2—Finance/Budgeting Class-See p
7

October 31-November 2 — Agape closed for parking lot upgrades
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God Stories

“I’ll Tell Anyone Who Will Listen: God Has Healed Me!”
“Agape is a lifesaver and a blessing to me. I know it is a place where I can
come and be accepted with no questions about how I got into the latest mess
I’m in!” Peggy Lipscomb began. She has been coming to Agape since 2014.
She also works full-time at Walmart in Bedford, and emphasized, “I only come
to Agape when I am actually in need, rather than based on my calendar.”
Such has been the case recently, as she has reduced hours due to an illness
that nearly killed her. “I’ve never been sickly, but as I get older, I rely more on
over—the—counter drugs. In May, 2019, when I could no longer ‘Tylenol’ my
way through a recent illness, I made a doctor’s appointment. However, when I
got to the clinic, I couldn’t even breathe; I couldn’t get out of the car. I began
honking my car horn, hoping someone would come and help.
Once she got into the clinic, they did an x-ray, “and then asked which hospital I wanted, Bedford or Lynchburg? The ambulance took me to Lynchburg directly from the clinic and immediately did a CT scan. As it turned out, I had
pneumonia, which had turned septic and the infection was invading my lungs,
Peggy Lipscomb witnessed God’s healing with one lung nearly collapsed. They couldn’t do surgery because of my compromised breathing, and I was on life-support for ten days.”
in her body.
She continued, “I lost weight, couldn't talk, couldn’t walk. Though I didn’t
know it at the time, the doctors had given me twelve hours to live unless my breathing improved. It was during those
twelve hours that I saw my father, who had passed in 2017. He told me I couldn’t stay with him; that I had to go back.
After I got out of ICU, I went to rehab for another several weeks to learn to walk again because of the swelling.”
Seeing my dad during that time was a message from God. I believe I was kept alive to give testimony to what God
has done. It was not my time, and I was not only going to continue living, but I had a purpose: to be a testimony to God’s
grace and mercy on my life.”
Peggy concluded, “Since I was discharged at the end of July, I’ve been working part-time, getting stronger each day,
and more compelled to tell the story of what God has done in my life! I’m willing to tell anyone who will listen what
God has done for me. He’s healed me and given me a purpose!”

By the Numbers
Served . . .

Welcome New
Volunteers!
Dexter Beverly — Pantry

August 2019
Families 791
Individuals 2696

Steven Delp — Furniture Pick-up
Antonia Johnson — Clothing, Christmas
Store
Anne Kulina — Clerk
Frankl Kulina — Pantry
Kelly Muller — Clerk, Pantry

August 2018
Families 808
Individuals 2749

September 2019

Volume 11 Issue 9

The Agape Newsletter is a monthly publication
produced by The Agape Center for volunteers,
member churches, and other interested
individuals and organizations.
Comments may be sent to:
Executive Director—Sue Lipscomb
agapecentersml@aol.com
Newsletter Editor—Karen Baker
karenbaker015@gmail.com

Camilla Mullins — Pantry
Kyle David Perry — Pantry, Furniture Pickup
Nick St Clair — Pantry

Published by The Agape Center
1159 Promised Land Road (PO Box 573)
Moneta, VA 24121 (Phone: 540/296-0609)
www.agapecentersml.org

God Stories
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Franklin Heights Church’s Three Campuses Join Agape as Member Churches
Franklin Heights Church, the most recent addition to Agape’s
Member Churches, has taken God’s command to ‘multiply’ to heart,
as they have been multiplying worshippers and locations in recent
years.
Franklin Heights Church, itself a multiplication effort by sixtyfour charter members from Rocky Mount Baptist Church, was
birthed in 1960. It had a deep conviction that the Bible is God’s
Word and Jesus Christ must be Lord. The church located in the
growing area of Rocky Mount, known as Franklin Heights.
Dr Stan Parris became the Senior Pastor in 2008. By 2011, God
had given the church’s leadership the vision to plant ministry locations throughout Franklin County and beyond. Each campus is designed as an integral part of the original Franklin Heights Church but
would differ in size, worship style, and atmosphere, reflecting its
own participants. As the church continues to multiply, efforts to
keep a unified vision and identity are made, as the campuses are
overseen by individual campus pastors who are closely tied with the
overall organization, maintaining responsibilities that are systemSenior Pastor, Dr Stan Parris, oversees the multiplicawide, in addition to campus specific roles.
tion of campuses for Franklin Heights Church.
Franklin Heights is one church that meets in three locations.
“We are one church with one vision carried out at all three campuses. Each campus hears the same sermons, receives the same
communications, and shares the same social media avenues,” says
Dee White, Director of Communications. “Each of the Campus Pastors also has roles within the overall organization, which helps provide unity and consistency throughout the campuses.”
The first outreach began as CrossPointe Campus in 2012 in the
Burnt Chimney area, operating out of a strip mall. Sixty-five individuals from Franklin Heights formed the nucleus of this effort,
making a commitment of six months to one year, to help start and
develop the CrossPointe Campus. Dr Parris preaches the Sunday
morning sermons at the Rocky Mount and CrossPointe Campuses.
Deke Andrews, a long-time resident of Smith Mountain Lake who
has served in many different ministry positions throughout the years,
is the campus pastor for Cross Pointe.
The CrossPointe Campus was the first campus to become associated with Agape in 2015, when some of its members proposed partnering with Agape to help meet physical and spiritual needs of the
area. Senior Pastor, Dr Stan Parris recalls that first relationship, saying: “The heart and calling of Franklin Heights Church is to love
Franklin County, and partnering with Agape is a practical way to do
that. I believe in the ministry of Agape.”
The Union Hall Campus opened in fall, 2017, located in a building owned by a family who wanted the building to be used for God’s
glory. The congregation which had been meeting in the building had been dissolved and the building had been empty for
some time when the owners approached Franklin Heights. Senior Pastor Stan Parris says: “We had been seeking God’s
direction for the next step, and God opened this door. We’re grateful that the building and property have a Gospel influence in Union Hall.” Mark Long serves as the campus pastor for Union Hall. The sermons are streamed to Union Hall
from CrossPointe each Sunday.
Sue Lipscomb, Executive Director of Agape concludes, “With three fully functioning campuses, the relationship
with Agape has been strengthened, providing three sources of client referrals, and increased access for volunteers and
leadership expertise from Franklin County for our organization.”

God Stories
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God’ Provision Continues to Overwhelm!
Telephone System Upgraded—Thank you
Lord!
Sue Williams, Director of Reception, recently reported that there was
difficulty in responding to messages left on the phones due to lack of
phone numbers, indistinguishable names or insufficient information left
on voicemail. Within a matter of weeks, before research could even begin
on a different system, it seems that God solved the problem through Verizon. All Verizon customers in the area were upgraded automatically, allowing caller ID with name and phone number displayed on the phone
screen. And it didn’t require valuable time and resources for Agape!

Inner and Outer Beauty
for Our Clients
Agape’s primary goal is to turn or return people to a relationship with Jesus, promoting the idea that our identity in
Him is the most important aspect of our relationship. In addition to speaking God’s word, for the past several years, two
behind-the-scenes volunteers have been sorting, cleaning, fixing, and displaying jewelry, giving our clients many choices.
Recently, another load of over 300 packets of jewelry was
completed, and will be on display in the Store and in the Gift
Shop. Some of the jewelry is placed on cards with the verse:
Don’t be concerned about the outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, or beautiful clothes. You should
clothe yourselves instead with the beauty that comes from
within, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which
is so precious to God. I Peter 3:3-4 (NLT)

Volunteer Maggie Gray says, “It is so much
more convenient and professional to have the
information available at your fingertips from
the caller ID system.”

Out-of-Season Clothing
on the way to Bahamas!

Donald McMillian and Leslie Burzynski , Clothing
Director, load up a van of summer clothing to be taken
by Thomas Road Baptist Church to assist survivors of
Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas.

Responding to God’s Voice
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Focus on Shadow Volunteers—Those who work on ‘off’ days
No Job Description for Rick:
He Does Whatever is Needed

Rick Johnston is sometimes exasperated by the piles
of cardboard greeting him after a busy day at Agape!

Rick Johnston is in his second year as a volunteer in this building; he actually served in the original building as well, and when he retired, he returned to Agape – Full Time! Work interfered with
his schedule in the other building; now volunteering
is his priority. He says, “I chose to volunteer here
because I was familiar with this ministry and it is
my way of serving the Lord, as well as keeping me
busy and active.”
Rick is on the schedule nearly every time we are
open for the Furniture Department, but also serves
unscheduled nearly every day, doing everything
from mowing and outdoor clean-up; crushing boxes/
cardboard into bundles for pick-up; unloading dropoff donations and getting them to the designated
departments, and unloading food trucks for the Pantry. He says, “I enjoy helping others, and being of
assistance to all the departments. I feel like this is
my ministry, so it is a priority in my life. The donations received by Agape are overwhelming; it is
amazing how many donations are received, and how
much work it requires to manage the goods. The
volunteers do it for their love of God and their love
for others. And that makes me feel good to be a part
of this. It's addicting to work here because it makes
you feel so good to be a part of something so powerful and helpful to others.”

Wild Wednesdays Originated in the
Household Department—Open to All
Wednesday Workers

The Household Department is in full operation every Wednesday, as volunteers sort, clean, fix, and organize the incoming
donations from the previous week. It is a full day of work, but
Sheila Saunders, the Director, makes sure it is also a fun day.
There is always lunch, and sometimes more, as these photos
from
a
recent
Wednesday demonstrate, such as the
celebration
of
monthly birthdays.
This celebration was
for Glenn Johnson’s
birthday.
Glenn
works in the Pantry
unloading groceries
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Everyone working
on Wednesdays is
welcome to participate, as there are
many departments
getting set-up for the
rest of the week.
Above and below: Sheila Saunders, Household Director, helps Glenn
Johnson celebrate his birthday at the weekly Wednesday potluck.
Photos on this page courtesy of Rick Johnston
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Responding to God’s Voice
Dave Pelzer shares his experiences with the world. He
describes a child's acute abuse that he experienced at the
hands of his own mother. His father was a firemen for San
Francisco. He didn’t directly abuse Dave, but did little to
help him.
Dave’s mother beat him, starved him and forced him to
be a slave for the family. She was emotionally unstable, an
alcoholic that forced him into deadly situations. She treated
him horribly and called him an “It”.
Dave was taught to lie to his teachers at school when
asked about bruises, burns and his filthy clothing. He
learned to steal food in order to survive.
Finally, Dave told the truth and was taken from this
horrible life he was forced to live for so many years. He
now has a son named Stephen and says that his dark past is
finally behind him now.
Dave hopes this book will make others aware of the
abuse that is going on around them and prays that they will
report it to the authorities. He says, “I have a vast appreciation for things that others may take for granted.”
Also, Dave says that he knows that the good Lord was
always over his shoulder, giving him encouragement and
strength when he needed it most. He says, “I’m free!”
On a personal note: Having been a victim of spousal
abuse, I am an advocate (a person who pleads for another)
for anyone who is a victim of abuse, especially when an
innocent child is involved.
This may be a challenging book for Christians to read,
but it is a situation that has grown. In 1991, there were
more than 2.7 million reported cases of child abuse. In
1995, the year this book was written, it had grown to over 3
million. We cannot live in the dark and believe that the
abuse has stopped because it has not.

WHY I SERVE . . .

Tom Galafaro, Moneta
Pantry
Volunteer since 2010
“I volunteer every week because I enjoy serving the
clients and the camaraderie
of the Pantry Department.”

From The Agape
Book Shelf
A Child Called “IT”
By Dave Pelzer

Diane Davis
Agape Book Reviewer

Sign up to help
host our Agape home during
the
Charity Home Tour.
Sign-up sheets are located in the break room, the
Book Department, the Gift Shop and Sue’s office.

The Book Department is stocked with
Homeschooling materials. The section
is clearly labeled and volunteers are
welcome to borrow from this section,
or to give resources to clients.
Check it out today!
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Responding to God’s Voice
FEED A FAMILY OF FOUR

Agape Thanksgiving Drive
Begins
The Annual Thanksgiving Feed A Family drive
for over 1000 families in our community has begun at
The Agape Center. Each Agape client will receive a
turkey, green beans, corn, potatoes and stuffing. This
meal is specifically created for Thanksgiving, enabling
each family to participate in the American tradition of
a turkey dinner. We are asking members of the community to help fund this special meal for families in
our community by contributing at least $25 for a
Thanksgiving dinner for a family of four.
Tax-deductible contributions can be made on-line
at the Agape website www.agapecentersml.org and
clicking on the link to donate by credit card or PayPal.
Donations can also be made by check using the coupon/address on this page.

Nutrition and Finance Classes
Available to Volunteers, Clients
The next Getting Ahead (GA) class will be held on
October 7 through December 9. Two additional
classes will be open to Agape volunteers and nonGA clients:

Nutrition Class — Led by Amanda Armstrong,
Family Nutrition Program (SNAP-Ed), Virginia
Cooperative Extension

October 21, 28, 30 and November 4
12:15-1:30 pm

Budget/Finance Class — Led by Ron Cordell, Facilitator of the Dave Ramsey Financial Peace
University classes for over 10 years.

November 11, 18 and December 2
12:15-1:30 pm
If you would like to attend, or want more info,
contact Jan Hogle at tofinishstrong@gmail.com or
540/814-0643.

