
T H E  A G A P E  M O N E T A
N E W S L E T T E R

T H A N K S  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

W I N T E R  2 0 2 4 ,  I S S U E  8

Welcome to the Agape Moneta
newsletter! 

We’re glad you’re here.

Thanks for subscribing to our newsletter,
where you can stay up-to-date on

everything happening at Agape Center
Moneta!

The Agape Center provides mentoring, food,

clothing, household goods and more to

those in our community who need help

through difficult times. Over 300 volunteers

serve an average of 600 families per month

from Bedford & Franklin counties. 

“ G O D  I S  N O T

U N J U S T ;  H E  W I L L

N O T  F O R G E T  Y O U R

W O R K  A N D  T H E

L O V E  Y O U  H A V E

S H O W N  H I M  A S  Y O U

H A V E  H E L P E D  H I S

P E O P L E  A N D

C O N T I N U E  T O  H E L P

T H E M . ”

HEBREWS 6:10
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Children in Agape family households received new Christmas gifts. For many,
these may be the only gifts under the tree. Donations of gifts and cash from our
Angel Tree program funded all these gifts. In addition, 840 family gifts and 450
gently used children's gifts were also provided through our amazing Gifts Team.

Pounds of food distributed to families in need in our community. Thanks to the
many donations from our partners at Feeding SW Virginia, Kroger, Walmart, and
several food drives, actual spend was limited to handling fees of $15,200.

Total client visits in the year, representing 24,617 household members. In
addition to mentoring, client visits offer food, clothing, household and furniture
items at no cost.

Clients received emergency financial assistance. Many clients find themselves in 
challenging situations, often including utility cutoffs, and we allocated 
approximately $18,000 in this area last year.

Looking back at 2023, it is amazing to see what the Lord has done through His ministry at the Agape
Center. Reduced government support and spiraling inflation have affected many families in our
community, and your generous donations and countless volunteer hours have made a difference. 

Clients received Thanksgiving gift cards. The holidays should be a time for 
families to bond, and for renewal of spirit. Our Thanksgiving card program allows
clients to enjoy the season without the burden of paying for an expensive meal.
The $19,000 cost was fully funded through the "Feeding a Family" fundraiser.

Loads of firewood provided. Many families depend on wood as their sole souce of
heat though the winter. The Agape Woodchuckers see that those families receive
enough wood to meet most of their heating needs.

Active volunteers. Due to the dedication of so many, Agape functions without 
paid staff.

People accepted Christ through Agape mentor discussions. That is more than one
each day we are open, and speaks to the heart of our mission: To reflect God’s
love by the giving of ourselves and our resources as we submit to the leadership of
the Holy Spirit to mentor and help individals turn or return to a Christ-centered life.

REFLECTING GOD'S LOVE IN 2023



Our annual linen shower is now in full swing and will continue through
March. Our towel shelves were completely bare until, one day in January, a

local linen company donor arrived with a truckload of over 75 bags of
towels, filling our shelves and providing a supply for weeks to come. We are

still in urgent need of sheets, blankets and comforters of all sizes!!

Gleaning for the World
Donates Pet Food
F O R  S O  M A N Y  O F  U S ,  P E T S  A R E

B E L O V E D  M E M B E R S  O F  O U R  F A M I L I E S

Pet food is not something we have been

able to provide very often, but that has

now changed!!! Gleaning for the World,

together with their pet partners,

recently supplied the Agape Center with

2000 lbs. of dog and cat food. We are so

excited to be able to reduce our clients’

financial burden associated with their

four-legged friends.

Annual
Linen
Shower

http://smlgives.org/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=767855588701164&set=pb.100064301906926.-2207520000&type=3


Years Later, 
God’s Light Still Shines Bright

S C R I P T U R E  T E A C H E S  U S  T H A T  G O D ’ S  B L E S S I N G S  A R E  L I M I T L E S S  I F  O N L Y  W E

W I L L  H A V E  F A I T H  A N D  T R U S T  I N  H I S  L O V E  F O R  U S .  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  S U S A N N E

C O N N O R S ,  W H O  I S  B O T H  A  C L I E N T  A N D  A  V O L U N T E E R  A T  A G A P E ,  T R U L Y

D E M O N S T R A T E S  T H A T  G O D  S T A N D S  R E A D Y  A N D  W I L L I N G  T O  B L E S S  U S  O V E R

A N D  O V E R  A G A I N .

In 2017 we published a story about Susanne, and

God’s plan for her new home through Habitat for

Humanity in Bedford. At the time she moved into

the home, her three grandchildren were 10, 9, and 7

years old. She cites many blessings the move

brought: having a yard of their own; living in a

walkable community; friends and neighbors nearby;

easy access to kids’ sports and activities, as well as

medical facilities; and the freedom to have their

very own dog (Fritz) and cats (Jasmine and Oreo).

Fast forward 7 years, and now Susanne is caring for

3 teenagers, all with special needs and/or learning

disabilities. With rising inflation and utility costs,

Susanne fell behind on her mortgage as other bills

also piled up. Her trust in God never wavered. 

“My life has taught me time and again that when

things are really crazy, something good will come

out of it,” she told us recently. “I have seen rewards

over and over – I have hope and know there is a

light at the end, and this is what I pray for.”

She even referenced one of her favorite scriptures,

Hebrews 4:16: “Let us then approach God’s throne of

grace with confidence, so that we may receive

mercy and find grace to help us in our time of

need.”

That light that Susanne prayed for came in the
form of an unexpected, complete payoff of her
mortgage, with a balance of almost $50,000.

Last fall, she received a letter from a local agency,

saying “we are looking into relieving certain people

of their loans,” and indicating that they would be in

touch. Her natural inclination was to doubt such an

unforeseen development, and she began making

calls to establish a plan to bring her balance

current. Those calls all resulted in the same

response – “your balance is zero, there are no

payments to be made.”

Although insurance and taxes still must be paid,

the $300 reduction in monthly spend was an

enormous relief! Susanne could now consider new

shoes and haircuts for the kids, purchase their

favorite snacks on occasion, and move forward with

her own physical therapy she had been postponing.

Last Christmas for the first time in many years she

was able to purchase a few gifts for her own family,

beyond the children. 

Asked about the impact of Agape on her life today,

Susanne said “I really depend on that monthly visit –

even more so with the increased cost of food, and

the toiletry items and pet food really make a

difference as well.” She added that “even more

important, is the opportunity to spend time with

my mentor, Grace. What a blessing it is to be able to

pray with her, to share both good and bad news,

and often to gain a new perspective.”

Susanne volunteers regularly at Hospice of Bedford,

in addition to Saturdays at Agape. “I feel it’s an

opportunity to contribute, and to do something for

others.”

(Susanne, right, with Grace, her mentor, on left)



Meet the Agape Gifts Department, a
dedicated team of about 13 who are mostly
behind the scenes every day Agape is open -
sorting toys and gift items, checking for
puzzle pieces, lining and filling Christmas
bags, bargain shopping, and creating
beautiful gifts from donated treasures.
Eileen Hawkins, team leader, said “we are
blessed with a group of talented and hard-
working volunteers who are so excited to
show Jesus’ love to every adult or child we
touch through the gifts that Agape
provides. We are also incredibly blessed by
the generous donations that come in the
door every day.”

When asked about 2024 plans and how we
can best help throughout the year, Eileen
said “we will be determining an estimated
gift count this summer, based on our client
base at the time. Our biggest needs right
now are personal care items such as
shampoo, body lotion, razors and shaving
cream, as well as men’s gift items. For
spring, flower seeds and small gardening
items would be helpful.”

The Agape Center gift shop program is a
vital pillar in our efforts to provide clients a
measure of joy while we continue to share
the story of salvation through Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEER

SPOTLIGHT!

On any given day in January through October, the Agape Center gift shop may seem
fairly quiet. Perhaps a client or two shopping for birthday baskets or a young mom
receiving an oversized basket of new clothes, diapers and toys to welcome her newborn.
But what does it take to create all that plus a Christmas season featuring more than
2500 gifts for families and especially children?



Ten Agape clients began this 17-session program led by Tracy and Stephen Dunn on
February 26.  Together the students will investigate and identify where they are in life,
how they got there, and how to get to where they want to be. This class offers support

and tools, teaches principles and skills, and provides spiritual direction to help improve
their lives.  Students are empowered as they learn how to create a detailed plan and

build resources for a better tomorrow.

Editor for Newsletter
T H A N K  Y O U  T O  B O B  M O O R E ,  W H O  H A S

S E R V E D  A S  O U R  N E W S L E T T E R  E D I T O R  F O R

T H E  P A S T  T W O  Y E A R S  A N D  C O N T I N U E S  T O

S E R V E  A T  A G A P E  I N  V A R I O U S  R O L E S .

R E P L A C I N G  B O B  I S  O U R  N E X T  C H A L L E N G E .

Do you enjoy sharing Agape stories with others, and

listening to how God has worked in the lives of our

clients and volunteers? Do you have a talent for

writing, and an interest in spreading the word

about Agape in our community? If so, please

contact Director Karen Jones at

karen@agapecentersml.org or stop by and see her

on any open day. We have great graphics support

through our dedicated volunteer, Jodi Swan, so

graphic layout expertise is not required.

Getting Ahead
Class Starts

February 26th

Kroger Community Rewards
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  L I N K I N G  Y O U R  K R O G E R  A C C O U N T  T O  T H E

A G A P E  C E N T E R  M O N E T A !  L A S T  Y E A R  W E  R E C E I V E D  $ 2 3 5 0  I N

K R O G E R  R E W A R D S  –  T H A T  A M O U N T  C A N  C O V E R  O U R  H A N D I N G

F E E  F O R  1 2 , 0 0 0  L B S .  O F  F O O D ,  O R  P U R C H A S E  T O I L E T R I E S  F O R

O U R  C L I E N T S  F O R  6  W E E K S .  T O  C O N F I R M  T H A T  Y O U R  A C C O U N T

I S  S T I L L  E N R O L L E D ,  L O G  I N  A T  W W W . K R O G E R . C O M ,  G O  T O  Y O U R

A C C O U N T  P A G E ,  A N D  C H O O S E  C O M M U N I T Y  R E W A R D S  O N  T H E

L E F T  M E N U .  I F  Y O U R  S E L E C T I O N  S H O W S  T H E  A G A P E  C E N T E R  –

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  W G 3 1 5  A N D  A N  A M O U N T  C O N T R I B U T E D  L A S T

Q U A R T E R ,  Y O U  A R E  S E T .  ( I N  T H E  A P P ,  T H E  M E N U  A T  T H E  T O P

R I G H T  H A S  A  D I R E C T  L I N K  T O  “ R E W A R D S . ” )  T E L L  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

A N D  F R I E N D S  T O  A D D  U S  T O  T H E I R  A C C O U N T  T O O !


