Where Needs Meet Love July, 2016

By the Numbers Served . . W\%\N\O@

June, 2016

823Families ULY

2658Individuals

June, 2015
720 Families
2380Individuals

Volunteers

Carter Blankenship Pantry
Keyanna Cole Clothing
Kim Lester, Clothing
Billy Murphy¢ Pantry
Janice Payne Baskets
Cynthia Willisg Pantry
Steven Willig Pantry

Special Donation
Joyous Junque$1800

LIBRARY IS O PEN!
A REMINDER TO RV ..
ALL VOLUNTEERS Cora and daughter Josie Arthur, Pantry Voluntee

All resources in the library pick up the toy carton for their church, Morgans
(near clothing) are available for Baptist Church.

your use on a loaner basis. See Pagé for Walk -A-Thon Results
Please help yourself!

Mark Your Calendar. .

Christmas in Julg NOW!Containers imThe Agape Center, AgapartnerChurchesand
various businesses throughout July for unwrapped toys and b@kse info Page 6).

School Supply CollectiogNOW!Check oubttp://www.agapecentersml.org for items
needed, OR, simply write@K SO1 oLJ &+ oS G2 ! 3 LSO |
shop for the specific items neede&Gee Page 5 for more info).

I 3 LIS"@&nuahGolf Tournament Saturday, September I0y | Y al
Landingg Register atwww.agapecenterSML.omy contact: Bob Winters at
bob.lynn.winters@gmail.comor calt 484/888 1856

SML Charity Home Tour 7 October 7-9 1 Call to volunteer NOW!

Carol Moyer: carolmoyer1960@gmail.coB¥0-5386230 (phone or texPR

Patti Galofaro:galo_lis@yaho0.cor201-572-3723 Help is also needed to distribute posters to
businesses outsidbeyondthe Lake area. (See Pagé).



http://www.agapecentersml.org/
http://www.agapecentersml.org/
mailto:bob.lynn.winters@gmail.com
mailto:carolmoyer1960@gmail.com
mailto:galo_lis@yahoo.com

Prayer and Faith

Prayer and faith are two words
thatdescribeCamB r a n dife m& s
nutshell!Shelived in Bedfordfor one
year,hertenthgrade,andthenmoved
to Richmondwith her Mom. Shehad
been praying for the opportunity to
return to Bedford ever sinee 1967,
over 44 years! During that time, she
married, lived in several states,
worked,andcaredfor herfamily. But
her heart remainedattachedto this
areaaswell asher prayersto return.
Finally, in 2011, the opportunity
aroseto return to the place of her
desireandprayers.ShesawGodlead
her first to her new home, which
happenedo be available.lt hadsome
acreagea lot of potential,andto her
surprise shewasableto qualify for a
mortgage. The house had been in
foreclosureandthe bankofferedit at
a dramatically reduced price. God
had miraculously brought her home,
answering her long and constant
prayer.

However,that joy soonbeganto
unravel as job hunting producedno
results.Camsaid, i hadalwayshad
sufficient resourcesput now, | was
facing foreclosuremyself. Jobswere
not available. | searchedfor two
years,but to no avail. | had finished
two yearsof college,and| hadnever
beenunableto work, even after my
stroke.l hadneverbeenin a position
wherel ¢ o u | mhyndy bills. | was
savedwhen | was sevenyearsold;
but this was probably the greatest
faith-building periodof my life. | was
in agoodchurchthattaughtme about
prayer and faith. This was what |
neededandmy faith grewvery strong
through my faith and trust in God's
Wor d. o

Camhadhada strokein the early
nineties, which left her with some
disabilites and brain damage.
However,it neveroccurredto her to
seekdisability income.Shehad used
all her savingsandall her retirement
fundsto purchasendmakethe house
livable. When someonesuggestedt,
she applied for disability, but there
was a waiting period of 5 months
once approved.Ultimately she was
approved,and G o d &insing again
provedsufficient. Sheteeteredon the
brink of foreclosure, and went
throudh threedifferentattemptdgo get
aloanmaodification.

Throughoutthe nearly two years
it took to qualify for a loan
modification to get a more
manageablemortgage, C a m drsst

never wavered She says, i Go d

GOD Stories

broughtme here,gavemethis home,gavemefriendsandachurchfamily,
sol neverdoubtedHim. | simply trustedHis Word that He would provide,
eventhoughl didn'tknowwhenorh o w i .

Once she got her financesin
order, it was clearthat mostthings
were covered;she could tithe, pay
her mortgage; she could pay her
electric bill, and put somegasin
her car. But shewasstill struggling
to haveadequatdood eachmonth.
Shewasgoingto anotherfood bank
in the area when someone
suggestedthat the Agape Center
was closerto her homein Bedford
Couny.

i Wh ¢ cameto Agape,| was
blown away! The opportunity to

o,
)
\ N,
;' 5 K \

who really listenedand cared;and
thento havethem pray for me had
never occurred anywhere else in
my searchfor assistancel felt an
extra empathyfrom everyae who
volunteersat Agape.l quickly felt a
desireto volunteer here myself. |

had had a good life without major worries, and | know that | have God

given talentsand skills. So when | interviewedwith Sue Lipscomb and
learnedaboutthe Datadepartment| felt drawnto serve.Volunteeringis my

way to give somethingbackfor what Agapeis doing for me. Servingis an
opportunityto give time andskills sincel cannotgive financially. | really
feel this is whereGod hasput me and| enjoy beinga partof the volunteer
staff here at Agape.| feel that | make an important contributionto the
organizationandam part of makingthis a goodexperiencdor our clients,
sincel am a client also.” Cam now volunteersseveraltimes a month at
Agape. She is also very involved in her church, New Life Christian
Ministriesin Roanoke.

Cam Brandon is thrilled to contribute t
Agape by volunteering in the Data
department.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the

gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should bo&gihesians 2:®

(KIV)
|

Blessed to be at Agape

Carol Brown, volunteerin the Gift Shop,wascheerfullytelling a group
of studentdrom StauntorMiddle Schoolaboutvolunteeringat Agapewhen
shecasuallymentionedshehadhada heartattack4 monthsago. Their ears
perkedup astheylistenedto herdescribeher commitmento Agapeandthe
peopleservedthroughthis ministry.

In February shewassharingwith her church,MorgansBaptistChurch,

E abouttheir missionprogramwhen
shefelt weak;shesatdownin the
choir loft, relying on the pastorto
finish her presentationThe next
day, shed i d feebruch better,
but went to the i Y cher usual
morning routine. The staff there
urgedherto getto the hospital,so
she drove herself to Bedford
Memorial. They quickly assessed
that she had congestive heart
failure andurgedherto go to LynchburgGeneralHospital, whereshewas
hospitalizedour days.Thebestthing thathappenedavasthatherdoctor

(Continued page Brown)
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GOD Stories

and prayer partner with the owner. At the same time, my youngest son
suddenly passed away in Pennsylvania, and although | was stressed to th

A Second Chance to do it

DZ2RQa 2 | e Hma x , who kept me g daversgch stréngth gn mEavd.!
Then, people from my church not only helped find my current home, but
Al am a product Qnby showéd up BOs. and
t hat di dntotoo welloink @@ | p me mo

raising my own children. | was a
single mom, working fultime in a

hospital an hour away from home,
and trying to raise 5 children,
including a foster child. Now | am
raising my three grandchildren, and  eyen more friends. |

this ti me, I am tryingad %ng

way, 0 said Susann &gsdifgs, B God
Agape client and volunteer. has provided

Susanne moved to Moneta about  eyerything | have
two years ago from her home and  peeded just in time.
family in New Jer s gyouldHhle nWeér
never left my 93 year old mother left New Jersey, but
because we are very close, or my | gm willing to
church family. But | could senggod sacrifice my
had somet hing ahe adgmhidtin ort® for®

Susanneds daught efy ghddeids RA
away suddenly, leaving her mom, have a better place
Susanne to care for her children.  tg |ive and get educated than | could provide in New/r s ey . 0
Susanne, who has been a strong Susanneds Agape Mentor is Grace
Christian for the past 15 years, was together , we cry together, we con
spiritually alert to this new life that  agape, because everyone has been so good to me. | went as a client, bt
God was directingShe was able to ended up with new friends! They alléiv out their words.
take early retirement from her job of Having elementary children at home makes adhering to a schedule,
24 years, but needed more resources, even a volunteer schedule, difficult. However, Susanne works in clothing at
a larger living space, and more  Agape, and is looking forward to helping with the Charity Home Tour in

Another friend
brought Susanne to
Agape to volunteer,
and it was there |
they she found

28

Coners with gréndchildren Alex@&armelo and
Sean.

Susanne

money, to accommodate this enlarged
family. In addition to three children,
6, 8, and 9 years old, she also has her
disabled adult go living with her.
Through a series of divine
circumstances, friends helping her,
prayers, pastors and other church
members getting involved, she has
recently moved into a home that is
accommaodating her family and costs
less to rent.

A A
Community Church, and this has
made a huge difference, not only
because of the friends | have made,
but also due to the effect it is having
on the children who have never been
involved in church
continued, i Af toer
move from my first home after a tree
fell on it and structurally damaged it;
| was able to move temporarily into
another home belonging to someone
from Eastlake. They decided to sell
their home within three months,
which meant | needed to move again.
However, as a result of that living
situation, | became very good friends

October.

Brown-Continued from Page2
suggestedher pastorpray for her,andthe doctorandotherfamily gathered
aroundher as PastorJustin Arthur prayedin the hospitalroom. She was
neverwithout prayers,asmostof her nurseswerefrom Liberty University,
andtheyalsoprayedwith hereachtime theycamein theroom. Thedoctors
adjustechermeds,andsheis doingmuchbetternow.

Carol haddriven a schoolbusfor Bedford Countyfor 27 yearsbefore

f r i e n dto BEasthaket e dsheratired. She hasbeenvolunteeringevery week at Agape for abouta

year. Shehashad severalgreatexperiencesinces h ebéesat Agape,as
c | i eeetddiagebeenprovided.Shesharedaboutonemanwho camein

for his birthdaygift, hopingto find a winter jacket. Therewasno jacketto

be foundin the store,or in the warehouseBut the mentormadea notein

his file, andtwo monthslater, the Lord had provideda very nice jacketin

hissieefamdcor. Garolsys § wastherefor thefirst visit, andthesecond,
whenweaz auld adtually prayide his need,andthatwasa blessingfor meto

seehisg r a t i Shecahinuedwe havehadseveralwomenwho comein

on their birthday, and head straight for the ¢ h i | darea, to&sslect
somethingfor their child rather than themselvesWe also provide gift

basketdor expectanimoms, so they havesomereally cute thingson hand
when the baby is born. To seeall the appreciationand thanksfrom the
clients makesworking in the Gift Shopveryr e wa r €aral apncladed
with hereverpresensmile
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Pantry Restockswith Donation from Gleaning for the World

Keeping the Pantry stocked wittutritious, fresh, varieties of food
is an eveipresent effort. Normally, pickips occur every day of the¢
we ek, except Sunday. Occasi o
surplus goods, and Agapelunteers are ready to pickp, unload |
and resock the shelves. Recently, Gleaning for the World, localk
in Concord, VA, provided about 4000 pounds péllets including
water, juice, foods and aoks. Says Pantry manager, Judy Harf
APraise obheahLdidehéhHe keeps

Gleaning for the World slunteers Steve (o
the forklift) and Glen $tanding at door)
loaded several pallets of pantry gooder
The Agape Center
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IT TAKES A TEAM!

Geoff Orth, Pantry, delivered 1000 pounds
potatoes (left) through the Society of :
B Andrew, from the Southview Unite
Methodist Church in Roanoke.

School Supplies
Needed NOW!

School supplies are now being
distributed to Agape clients!
There are over 1000 school age
children of Agapeclientswho will
receive school supplies for the
coming school year. Since each
school and classis very specific
about the items needed, the
easiestway to helpisto providea
donationof $10for eachpacketof
suppliesand Agapevolunteerswill
do the shopping for you! The
window of opportunity is short
(July 12 to August 17), so your
help is needed NOW! A complete
list of suppliesneededis listed on
the Agapeweb site or you canalso
donateon the website
http://www.agapecentersml.org

(Right andBelow) Bill and Laura Fligr
(green shirt) Pantry,organized a grou
of 5 adults and 14 children and teen
from their church, Bedrock Communit
to bag the donated potatoes into

manageable sizes for our clients.

m il

New Program Planned for Agape Clients

Agapewill be offering a new classfor 12-15 Agapeclientsfrom Odober
10 through December5 on Getting Aheadin a JustD S {i ByAWOLM. This
international programis desgnedto help participantsunderstandthe issues
that impact poverty with the goal of developingresourcesin order to move
to selfsufficiency.The programis being funded by the SMLRotary, Centra
Foundation, and the Moneta Medical Services.Applications are being
acceptedthrough August30.

JanHogle,Pam Sinexand Debbie Griggsare the Agapevolunteerswho
havebeentrainedto offer the program.Jansays,a 9 @ @ihidiry of Agapeis
submitted to God. Thisprogramhasbeen coveredin prayer,and the prayer
team continues to pray for it as we move forward. We are eagerly
anticipatingwhat He mightdo with this course.We don't knowhow many
clientswill applyor what will happen,but we are eagerto "get on goingwith
GettingAhead"


http://www.agapecentersml.org/
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Christmas in July
Walk-A-Thon a Success

Volunteers and Walkers celebrate 3 | LIS Q& CA N&-iihod y y dzl

Below Leftt Jan (Mentor Aministrator) and husband Woody Hoglerap upthe WalkA-Thon held at the Monet:
GCommunity ParkRight Santa and Mrs Claus are flanked by Executive Director, Sue Lipscomb and
AssistanDirector andChair of the Christmas in July event, Karen Jones.
Conginers arecurrently availablén all thirteen Agape partner churches, The Agape Center, and many art
odzaAySaasSa GKNRdAzZAK GKS Y2y iK 2F WdzZ & G2 NBOSAEC

Volunteers : If you haveregularplacesof businessthat you visit in any of

our nearby communities,suchasLynchburg Forest,Roanoke Salem,or even
further, pleaseconsidertaking a poster for the CharityHomeTourfor posting.
Contect BonnieFioriat 540-892-59060r abfiori@verizon.netand shewill
provide the poster(s)for you!



mailto:abfiori@verizon.net




