
T H E  A G A P E  M O N E T A
N E W S L E T T E R

T H A N K S  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3 ,  I S S U E  6

Welcome to the Agape SML monthly
newsletter! 

We’re glad you’re here.

Thanks for subscribing to our newsletter,
where you can stay up-to-date on everything

happening at Agape Center SML!

The Agape Center at Smith Mountain Lake

provides mentoring, food, clothing, household

goods and more to those in our community who

need help through difficult times.

Over 300 volunteers serve an average of 800

families per month from Bedford & Franklin

counties. 

“ G O D  I S  N O T

U N J U S T ;  H E  W I L L

N O T  F O R G E T  Y O U R

W O R K  A N D  T H E

L O V E  Y O U  H A V E

S H O W N  H I M  A S  Y O U

H A V E  H E L P E D  H I S

P E O P L E  A N D

C O N T I N U E  T O  H E L P

T H E M . ”

HEBREWS 6:10



https://www.agapecentersml.org/feedafamily


The Agape volunteers
have been busy

making tags for our
annual Angel Tree.

We needed to
prepare 1400 tags to

represent the
children of families

we serve.

W e  k n o w  t e e n s

c a n  o f t e n  b e  t h e

m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  t o

s h o p  f o r .  I f  y o u

n e e d  h e l p

s e l e c t i n g  a  g i f t ,

f e e l  f r e e  t o  u s e

o u r  A m a z o n

A n g e l  T r e e  T e e n

g i f t  r e g i s t r y  b y

u s i n g  t h e  Q R

c o d e  b e l o w .  Y o u

c a n  c h o o s e  y o u r

g i f t ,  a n d  h a v e  i t

m a i l e d  d i r e c t  t o

t h e  r e g i s t r y

a d d r e s s  a t

c h e c k o u t .

ANGEL TREE

CHRISTMAS ‘23

Please join us in shopping for the 1400 gifts we will be delivering
to children in need in Franklin and Bedford counties this year.
Agape Angel Tree tags are available at most of our member
churches, at Gifts Ahoy, and through the Agape Facility. Each tag
represents a child from a family we currently serve, from infants
through age 17, and have great gift ideas noted on the tags. Gifts
should be a single item, new, unwrapped and a value of about
$30. Return gifts to the location where you selected your tag, or
directly to the Agape Center. Parents will shop in our Christmas
store for their children’s gifts and will be able to take them home
and wrap. If you prefer, you can sponsor a child with a $30
donation per gift and someone will shop for you -- make checks
payable to the Agape Center or donate online. Thank you for
helping us to bless these children, as we show them the love of
Jesus at Christmas!

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/1ZV7KTJB0HD5K
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/1ZV7KTJB0HD5K
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/1ZV7KTJB0HD5K
https://www.agapecentersml.org/angel-tree


SMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE CHARITY HOME TOURSMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE CHARITY HOME TOURSMITH MOUNTAIN LAKE CHARITY HOME TOUR

a huge success!a huge success!a huge success!
We want to thank all  of the volunteers who contributed

their t ime, and all  of the donors who purchased tickets.

We also want to thank all  the people who opened up their

homes for the Tour.  If  you get a chance, please visit  the

sponsors  of the event.

https://smlcharityhometour.com/sponsors/


J U S T  I N  T I M E  F O R
T H A N K S G I V I N G !

A t  A g a p e ,  w e  s e e  t i m e  a n d  a g a i n  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  p r o v i d e s  w h a t  w e

n e e d  w h e n  w e  n e e d  i t .  W h i l e  w e  a r e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  s o  m a n y

d o n a t i o n s ,  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  T h a n k s g i v i n g  h o l i d a y  f o u n d  u s  s h o r t

o f  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t a p l e :  p o t a t o e s !   A c c o r d i n g  t o  J u d y  H a r p e r ,

A g a p e ’ s  P a n t r y  L e a d e r ,  “ w h i l e  w e  h a v e  h a d  p r o d u c e  d o n a t e d

r e c e n t l y ,  w e ’ v e  n o t  h a d  p o t a t o e s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e . ”  O n  N o v e m b e r

1 1 ,  t h i n g s  c h a n g e d !  W e  r e c e i v e d  8 1 5  p o u n d s  o f  p o t a t o e s ,  t h a n k s

t o  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t w o  a r e a  g l e a n i n g  t e a m s .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n s b u r g

N e w  R i v e r  V a l l e y  G l e a n e r s ,  w h o  s p o n s o r  t h e  “ p o t a t o  d r o p , ”

t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  p o t a t o e s  t o  T r i n i t y  E c u m e n i c a l ’ s  g l e a n i n g  t e a m .   

T r i n i t y  t h e n  b a g g e d  t h e m  a n d  s h a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  a n d

l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A g a p e  C e n t e r .   T h i s  i s  s u c h  a

g r e a t  e x a m p l e  o f  G o d ’ s  t i m i n g !  I t  a l s o  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  v a l u a b l e

r e l a t i o n s h i p  a m o n g  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o o p e r a t i n g

t o  s e r v e  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

https://www.nrvmastergardeners.com/nrv-glean-team/
https://www.nrvmastergardeners.com/nrv-glean-team/


Feeling God’s Presence
R O B I N ’ S  S T O R Y

“I could feel God’s presence at that scene and

was so grateful,” Robin said of the October night

her grandson Jaheim survived a frightening car

accident off Hwy 24.

Jaheim, who has lived with his grandmother

Robin since he was small, fell asleep at the

wheel when driving home on October 31. His car

went down a ravine, splitting a tree in the

descent.  

“There was no way anyone could have seen the

car from the road the way it landed,” Robin said.

Miraculously surviving the crash, Jaheim was

able to get out of the car and crawl to the top of

the hill. His phone remained intact. He

contacted 911, and his grandmother.

When Robin arrived at the scene she said it was

“calm, without panic” and the emergency services

teams were kind and helpful.

Meeting with Karen on November 4, Robin

described the incident, and the huge difference

Agape has made for her family over the years –

from clothing to food, and even helpful advice on

how to apply for college loans. 

She exclaimed how kind and truly genuine the

volunteers are, and how she values the opportunity

to pray with a mentor at every appointment. She is

especially proud of Jaheim, a student at CVCC in

Lynchburg. 

Karen was delighted to join Robin in a prayer of

praise to God for protecting him that evening!

When we feel the hand of God impacting our lives, we want
to share the experience. That was in Robin Leftwich’s heart

when she met recently with Agape mentor Karen Jones.


